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NDTMS records
• Clients receiving treatment

– A current client of a registered agency

• One part of the drug-misusing population

• So why is NDTMS data important?
– Approx 20,000 clients/yr make it the most comprehensive 

dataset of drug misusers
– Allows comparison of current & previous clients
– Includes geographic information



This presentation:

• Who are the clients receiving treatment?

• How do they come into treatment, and where 
do they go to? 

• Which substances are they using?



Clients in treatment 
in the West Midlands

• 15,864 clients received treatment in the West 
Midlands in the year ended March 2005

• The number of clients continues to increase



Clients in treatment by age & sex
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Clients in treatment by ethnicity

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

Birm
ing

ha
m

Walsa
ll

Wolve
rha

mpto
n

Cov
en

try
San

dw
ell

Dud
ley

Stoke
-on

-T
ren

t

Warw
ick

sh
ire

Worce
ste

rsh
ire

Telf
ord 

and
 W

rek
in

Shro
ps

hir
e

Soli
hu

ll

Here
for

ds
hire

Staffo
rdsh

ire

Drug & Alcohol Action Team

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

% of clients in
treatment w ho
w ere White

% of residents
aged 15-44 w ho
w ere White



Movement in and out of treatment



Patterns of substance use

• Heroin dominates as the drug for which 
clients are receiving treatment, accounting for 
81% of treatment episodes

• Poly use is common: 42% of treatment 
episodes were to clients recorded as using 
more than one substance



Substances by Geography
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Shows distribution of clients’ primary problem substance recorded for treatment episodes 
across 14 drug action team areas in the region in 2004/5.  This chart excludes records of 
substances other than those listed.
Source: NDTMS West Midlands



More details from:

Paul Quigley
Public Health Information Specialist (NDTMS)
West Midlands Public Health Observatory
Birmingham Research Park, Vincent Drive
Birmingham, B15 2SQ

tel : 0121 415 8839
fax : 0121 414 8197
email: paul.quigley@wmpho.org.uk
website: www.wmpho.org.uk


