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What is WMPHO?

• West Midlands Public Health Observatory
• Set up following Saving Lives: Our Healthier Nation to

– Monitor trends
– Identify areas for action
– Provide advice on methodologies
– Source datasets to fill information gaps

• One of a network of 12 Observatories that form the 
national Association of Public Health Observatories 
(APHO)

• Department of Health Governance
• Lead areas: Environment, Older People and Social Care



D a t a  |  K n o w l e d g e  |  I n t e l l i g e n c e  |  H e a l t h

Uses of public health 
intelligence in the Region
• SHA - Performance Management

- Strategic planning

• PCT - Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 

- Service Planning & Commissioning

- Local Area Agreements

• LA            - Local Strategic Partnerships

- Health Inequalities
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The Work of the WMPHO

• Regularly updated, comparative indicator sets;
• Complex analyses and reports using multiple data sources;
• Bespoke local analytical work for PCTs, LAs, SHAs, academe 

and others;
• Ad hoc request service for information provision and 

methodological advice;
• Websites, tools and signposting of useful resources;
• Commissioned work for national and other bodies;
• Regional capacity building to support training and 

development of all those using information and intelligence 
to develop public health intelligence, skills and awareness;

• Capacity building through partnerships and networks.
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APHO Health Profiles
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• Regional analysis of 
APHO Health Profiles
– Top 10 map

– 3 “best” and 3 “worst”
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Residential care rates age 65+
West Midlands 2007/08
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Quarterly Health Improvement 
Report
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NI 55 % At risk of Obesity Reception 
West Midlands 2007/08
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Regional Reports

• Deprivation in the West 
Midlands

• Infant and Early Childhood 
Health and Well-Being

• Health Inequalities: Life 
expectancy in the West 
Midlands

• Stop Smoking Services: 
Regional Equity Profile 

• Coming Soon:
– Excess Winter Deaths
– Adult Social Care
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Alcohol harm related admission rate
West Midlands 2007/08 
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www.WMPHO.org.uk
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Local Profile Data
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Analytical Tools
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Drug users in Effective 
Treatment per 1000 population
2007-2008
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What is special about 
WMPHO?
• Heart of public health policy and practice, and our 

commitment to genuine partnership working
• Point of access to APHO expertise of over 150 public 

health intelligence professionals across all the PHOs. 
• We help policy-makers, practitioners, commissioners 

and researchers to retrieve and commission the 
information they need. 

• Our websites offer users a regular stream of products 
and tools. 

• We champion our customers right to the best data and 
intelligence

• We learn and we improve
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Contact Details
Stacey.Croft@wmpho.org.uk

Website:
www.wmpho.org.uk

Joining WMeHNet
http://www.wmpho.org.uk/wmehnet/
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